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*ne. They are both feeble attempts to reconcile it with the life of Severus by Lampridius6; with an ostentatious display of a mighty little learning, and not a trait of genius. I think you will allow my friends solution to be not only ingenious, but if you will take the trouble to study the 80th & 818* plate of Bartoli's Admiranda7 &c. which is taken from a sarcophagus in the Pamphilii palace, you will scarce hesitate in admitting the probability of it. It being too voluminous for a letter I have inclosed it in two covers to Lord Geo. Cavendish8; to whom if you think it will afford amusement, I beg it may be shewn ; for of all human beings I know no one whose happiness I am more desirous of promoting: and I am inclined to believe that since mankind have taken it into their heads to walk on their hind legs, and cultivate their imagination these trifles do constitute no small part of their happiness. ' vitam quse faciunt beatiorem' somebody has said of them.
It was impolitic in me to mention the frontispiece, which I now find that I have not sufficient skill to execute tolerably. The Author wishes to have it an Allegory of the whole work, and not descriptive of any particular part. This he thinks may be intelligibly enough express'd in a picture of Flora attired ~by the Elements. He has made use of the Rosicrucian doctrine of Salamander Nymphs, Gnomes, Waternymphs, & Sylphs, as proper machinery for his
0 Aelius Lampridius, one of the     illustrata. Romae, sumptibus ae typis
six Scriptores Historiae Augustae.         J", J. de Kubaeis, 1693, fol. 84 pi.
7 Admiranda romanarum antiqui-     The artist, Pietro Santi Bartpli, -was
tatum  ac veteris  sculptural  vestigia     born at Perugia in 1635.   Giovanni
anaglypJiico opere elaborata ex mar-     Pietro JBellori (born at Some, 1615;
morels exemplaribua quae Romae adUuc      died, 1696), who supplied the text,
extant, in Capitolio, aedibus Jiortisque     was a well-known antiquary, libra-
virorum    principum    ad    antiquam     rian of Queen Christina of Sweden. elegantiam   a   Petro   Sancti  JSartolo         8 Presumably       Lord       George
delineata, incisa in quibus$>lurima ac     Augustus Henry Cavendish (1764-
praeclarissima ad- romanam liistoriam      1834), third son of the fourth. Duke
ac veteres mores dignoscendoa ob oculoa      of Devonshire ; he was subsequently
gonuntur,   notis    Jo.   Petri  Bellorii     (1881) created Earl of Burlington.he was      of the last Earl of that time, countenanced by  the Cardinal  of
